
 

WWWiiinnnttteeerrr   WWWaaattteeerrr   TTTiiipppsss         
When cold weather arrives in Arlington, what can you do to 
protect your home and property from freezing 
temperatures? 

 

 Disconnect and drain outdoor water hoses, then store them indoors for future use next spring. 
 Cover outdoor faucets with styrofoam faucet covers (available at hardware or home 
improvement stores) or wrap faucets with heavy cloth covered by plastic. 

 Wrap pipes located in attics or garages with heat tape or cover them with pipe insulation. 
 Locate your emergency master shut off valve (usually found in a flower bed near the front of 
the house) so that you can quickly shut off the water to your house if any pipes happen to 
freeze and burst while they are thawing. 

 Open cabinet doors under sinks to allow warm air into the area around interior pipes. 
 Set the hot and cold faucets to drip slowly in the kitchen sink, bathroom sinks, and tubs.  The 
slow movement of water in the pipes will prevent solid freezing. 

 If you will be leaving town for an extended period of time, ask a close neighbor or friend to 
check on your property every few days. 

 Any house or business that is totally vacant should be “winterized" – which is turning the 
water off at the meter and then opening all faucets on the property to drain the pipes. 

 If water pipes become frozen, let them thaw naturally by exposing warmer air to the pipes.  
Never try to thaw pipes using hair dryers or other forms of heat! 

 If you do not have a private water cutoff valve, and need help with turning your water off, call 
817-275-5931 Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:00pm, or 817-459-5900 after hours & on weekends. 

 


